
1 Morning class Week 2 Day 2: van der Waals gases

1. For van der Waals gases, a plot of pV/nRT vs. p is insightful. Scientists actually like the
former variable, pV/nRT , so much that it’s been given a name, the compressibility.

(a) Please examine the compressibility vs. pressure graph, shown below. The graph is for
one mole of a van der Waals gas.

i. Please plot compressibility vs. pressure for one mole of an ideal gas.

ii. What differences are there between your last answer and the van der Waals com-
pressibility plots shown above?

iii. Set the van der Waals b term equal to zero. Use algebra to find out if, under these
conditions, compressibility is always greater or smaller than 1.

iv. Set the van der Waals a term equal to zero. Use algebra to find out if, under these
conditions, compressibility is always greater or smaller than 1.

v. If we are in the region where compressibility is greater than one, is the a term or b
term dominant?

vi. If we are in the region where compressibility is less than one, is the a term or b term
dominant?

(b) Please examine the graph below. The boiling point is the temperature where at 1 atm
the liquid turns into a gas or conversely the temperature where a gas turns into a liquid.

i. Please state an approximate formula relating a to the boiling point of a liquid.

ii. Recall the argument used in class to derive the constant a. Please discuss with your
neighbors why a is directly proportional to boiling point.
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(c) Please examine the table below.

i. Please find He and Ar on the table. Does the lighter or heavier noble gas have
greater intermolecular attraction? In this case, these attractions are caused by the
intermolecular dispersion interaction.

ii. Please find F2, Br2, and Cl2 on the table. Do the lighter or heavier halogen gases
have greater intermolecular attractions? In this case, these attractions are caused
by the intermolecular dispersion interaction.

iii. What trends do the above two answers suggest about the intermolecular dispersion
interaction?

iv. Please explain how the above information correlates with the observation at STP
that chlorine is a gas, bromine a liquid and iodine a solid.

(d) Please review everything you have learned over the last three classes about van der Waals
gases.
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